ELI1001 Genres and Contemporary Writing
Level: Level 1
Credits: 30 credits

Teaching Methods

Two one-hour lectures and one one-hour seminar.
Module Overview
This module has two main aims in terms of providing students with a basic knowledge of English Literature. First, the overall structure is generic, so that students learn about what constitutes different genres and gain skills in analysing these. Second, by tracing earlier influential and key examples students gain a wider understanding of the history of English Literature that will be built upon at levels 2 and 3. Although these period works are mainly drawn from the English canon, key texts translated from other languages are referred thereby underlining Surrey's commitment to world literatures. In addition, to give the module thematic consistency, prose concentrates on the gothic, poetry on myth and politics and drama on identity. By commencing each section with a contemporary writer students will be able to relate to the themes and issues before learning to investigate how these developed from earlier influences.
The assessment of the module consists of two essays that will focus upon one genre each.
Module Aims

The Module Aims to introduce students to:
· three key genres: prose, poetry, and drama; 

· contemporary writing in each of the key genres; 

· the way in which the genres developed; 

· a range of literary texts drawn from period contexts; 

· skills of close reading, critical thinking and analysis; 

· skills in essay composition and class discussion; 
· the ability to work independently and as part of a seminar group.
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the module students will have knowledge of:
· how texts may be distinguished generically and how genres function; 

· examples drawn from contemporary writing; 

· the way in which the genres developed through different periods from their origins to the present day; 

· a range of literary texts drawn from different periods; 

· skills of close reading, analysis and critical thinking; 

· how to write essays and discuss topics in class; 
· working both independently and in class discussions.
Module Content

This module will cover a range of generic material beginning each of three sections with a piece of contemporary writing from each of the three genres, prose, poetry and drama. It will then trace the origins of this generic tradition by looking at earlier material. 
· Introduction to genres. 
Prose
· Prose: coverage of the history of prose, the varieties of prose, and the ways that these might be analysed.
· Donna Tartt, The Little Friend (2002).
· Henry James, 'The Turn of the Screw' (1898).
· Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights (1847).
· Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1817).
· John Donne, 'Death's Duel' (last sermon 1632; extract on the progression from the womb).
Poetry
· Poetry: an overview of the development of poetry together with the basics for analysing form and language. 
· Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels (2002)
· William Wordsworth, Lyrical Ballads but especially 'Old Man Travelling' and the changes to that poem (1798, 1800, 1802 and 1815)
· John Milton, Paradise Lost Book 1 (1667/74)
· Geoffrey Chaucer, 'The Wife of Bath's Tale' (early 1400s)
· Beowulf (700-750). Excerpts from Heaney's translation; (1999)
Drama
· Drama: this lecture looks at a history of drama and explains its specific generic components, concentrating on the idea of text in performance. It will also cover film versions of the plays.
· Alan Bennett, The History Boys (2004)
· Caryl Churchill, Top Girls (1982)
· Anton Chekhov, The Seagull (1896)
· William Shakespeare, Hamlet (c.1601)
· Sophocles, Oedipus the King (c.400 BC)
Assessment Pattern
	Unit(s) of Assessment
	Weighting Towards Module Mark (%)

	Essay 1500 words
	50%

	Essay 1500 words
	  50%


Essential reading

· Anon., Beowulf trans. Seamus Heaney (London: Faber, 2000) 
· Alan Bennett, The History Boys (London: Faber, 2004)
· Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2004)
· Geoffrey Chaucer, 'The Wife of Bath's Tale' (LION)
· Anton Chekhov, The Seagull (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2002)
· Caryl Churchill, Top Girls (London: Methuen Drama, 1991)
· John Donne, 'Death's Duel' (LION)
· Carol Ann Duffy, Feminine Gospels (London: Picador, 2002)
· Henry James, 'The Turn of the Screw' (Hamondsworth: Penguin, 1994)
· John Milton, Paradise Lost (LION)
· William Shakespeare, Hamlet The Norton Shakespeare, ed. Stephen Greenblatt, et.al. (London: W.W.Norton, 1997)
· Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Oxford: Oxford Wolrd’s Classics: 1998)
· Sophocles, Oedipus the King (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2002)
· Donna Tartt, The Little Friend (London: Bloomsbury, 2005)
· William Wordsworth, Lyrical Ballads (LION)
