ELI1004 Theory of Reading (Compulsory)
Level: Level 1
Credits: 30 credits

Teaching Methods

Alternating: one one-hour lecture and one two-hour seminar
Module Overview
The module aims to give students the necessary methodologies for undertaking close reading of literary texts and a self-aware understanding of their own subject positions in so doing. It provides wide coverage of different forms of theory and sets this alongside ample opportunity to practice critical analyses on the programme's set texts. The module acts as a basis for levels 2 and 3 where the theoretical knowledge and application skills will be reinforced. 

The module is based on a specific reader, Peter Barry's Beginning Theory (2002), for three reasons: first, students will have a considerable degree of reading to undertake in their parallel modules and this rationalises preparation time as well as allowing them to use the material discussed in lectures on that course. The text is clear and informative giving 'how to' examples of the different theoretical approaches allowing level 1 students to develop confidence; and it reduces the overall cost of studying English that is quite high in terms of book purchase. Each session will encourage engagement with primary materials through close reading. Tutors will be able to choose the texts for close analysis from the range of material taught in the World Literatures and Cultures, and Genres and Contemporary Writing modules. 

Teaching is divided into one hour lectures and two-hour workshops to allow students to work through the new skills acquired.

The assessment is designed to give students a variety of skills that they will use in their overall degree:

The Presentation is designed to develop oral skills and confidence in presentation work at the beginning of level 1 and will be based on the 'What do the critics do?' sections in Peter Barry's book. 

The combination of an essay and report combines testing of wide knowledge as well as in depth independent analysis. Students will be asked to write a report on four forms of criticism that will be mainly descriptive. They will also be asked to use a further two forms of criticism in an analysis of one of the literary texts studied on the Genres module.
Module Aims

The Module Aims to introduce students to:
· a range of critical theory;

· the skills necessary for using that theory;

· how to apply theory to literary texts, in particular through the process of close reading.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the module students will have knowledge of:
· the different forms of critical theory used in English Literature;

· using theory in the close reading of literary texts.

Module Content

Semester 1

Week 1

Lecture

An introduction to the module: overview of methodologies used by literary critics and an introduction to the set text and how it will be used; description of the materials for close critical reading drawn from the Genres module and how this will work. There will also be a discussion of assessment and advice on how to write reports and essays, as well as how to give an oral presentation.

No set reading.

Week 2

Seminar

Discussion of theories in general and practical session on presentations, reports and essays. Presentations allocated.

Week 3

Lecture

Before Theory: a discussion of the foundation of literary theory from Aristotle to Leavis. The particular focus will be on liberal humanism.

Set reading: Peter Barry chapter 1

Week 4

Seminar

Before Theory

Set reading: Peter Barry chapter 1

Week 5

Lecture

Structuralism to Deconstruction: coverage of structuralism, post-structuralism and deconstruction with a focus on deconstruction.

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapters 2 and 3

Week 6

Seminar

Structuralism to Deconstruction

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapters 2 and 3

Week 7

Lecture

Postmodernism: developing an understanding of postmodernism with reference to Lyotard and Baudrillard. 

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 4

Week 8

Reading Week

Week 9

Seminar

Postmodernism

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 4

Week 10

Lecture

Psychoanalytic Theory: Understanding Freud and Lacan; the juxtaposition of this complex theory with the lectures on 'Hamlet' and 'Oedipus the King' in the genres module will facilitate understanding.

Set reading: Peter Barry: chapter 5

Week 11

Seminar

Psychoanalytic Theory

Set reading: Peter Barry: chapter 5

Semester 2

Week 1

Lecture

Feminism, Lesbian and Gay criticism: coverage of the beginning of each and how they relate; for example the difference between gender and sexuality. 

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapters 6 and 7

Week 2

Seminar

Feminism, Lesbian and Gay criticism

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapters 6 and 7

Week 3

Lecture

Marxism: beginning with a history of Marxism and concluding with an explication of Althusser.

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 8

Week 4

Seminar

Marxism

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 8

Week 5

Lecture

New Historicism and Cultural Materialism: Discussion of Foucault and Greenblatt as well as drawing distinctions between these two forms of historicist theory.

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 9

Week 6

Seminar

New Historicism and Cultural Materialism

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 9

Week 8

Lecture

Postcolonial criticism: coverage of postcolonial theory including a wider discussion of theories of race and identity.

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 10

Week 9

Seminar

Postcolonial criticism

Set reading: Peter Barry, chapter 10

Week 10

Evaluation: revising the module's key aims and outcomes.

No set reading.

Assessment Pattern
	Unit(s) of Assessment
	Weighting Towards Module Mark (%)

	Presentation
	10%

	Report 1500 words (semester 1)
	40%

	Essay 1500 words (semester 2)
	50%


Essential Reading/ Viewing

Peter Barry, Beginning Theory. An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002)

