BA (Hons) English Literature 

Programme Aims and Learning Outcomes

The Programme aims to:

· develop reading, analysis and writing of complex literary texts and discourses; 

· investigate and offer a deep understanding of the social, cultural, historical and geographical contexts for the production of literary texts and the way those texts intervene in the related discourses; 

· ensure wide reading across the Anglophone canon with the possibility of in-depth study of contemporary literature, English literature in a global context, creative writing and the interface between English Literature and other related media; 

· develop a range of subject-specific and transferable skills that centre upon independent critical and creative thinking, and to provide practical support in the development of employability skills; 

· impart an enthusiasm for, and understanding of, the subject that informs future choices, including careers, further study and lifelong learning. 

Primary Learning Outcomes

Subject knowledge

Graduates of the Programme should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:

· the processes of reading, analysis and writing of complex literary texts and associated critical and theoretical discourses; 

· the social, cultural, historical and geographical contexts for the production of literary texts; 

· a wide range of literatures from the Anglophone canon coving periods before 1800 to contemporary literature with an understanding of genre; 

· in depth knowledge of at least two of the following areas: the Anglophone canon; contemporary literature; English literature in a global context; creative writing; and other related media. 

Key subject-specific skills

Graduates of the Programme should be able to:

· use sophisticated critical skills in reading, writing and analysis; 

· conceptualise ideas of authorship, textual production and audience; 

· respond to the central role of language in the creation of meaning; 

· identify how different social, cultural and geographical contexts affect language and meaning; 

· understand how cultural norms and assumptions influence judgement; 

· comprehend the complex nature of literary language and genre; 

· utilise and undertake relevant research in relation to literary texts and discourses; 

· articulate knowledge and an understanding of texts and theoretical practices; 

· use sophisticated rhetorical skills for effective communication and argument, written and oral; 

· command a wide range of vocabulary and theoretical terminology; 

· analyse diverse forms of discourse; 

· undertake the planning and execution of written and oral work; 

· use effective bibliographical skills; 

· demonstrate independent thought and judgement, and to carry out research projects; 

· manage time effectively. 

Generic and graduate skills

Graduates of the Programme should be able to:

· acquire substantial quantities of diverse information leading to systematic analysis; 

· work independently or with others to determine and present information and judgements; 

· understand a variety of theoretical positions and to develop independent judgements in relation to them; 

· handle information in a critical and self-reflexive manner; 

· use IT to access, work with and utilise resources; 

· work on a range of material to a time framework and to organise work independently and as a group. 
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