Level 3 Modules BA (Hons) English Literature with Creative Writing 

Contemporary British Fiction (Option)

What is the role of food in postcolonial fiction? How does the eating of food relate to the reading of literature? This module will introduce students to contemporary British fiction. A thematic focus of the module will be the significance of food and eating in postcolonial British fiction. We will explore how food and its consumption are central to representing questions of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and national identity. As well as exploring the literary representation of food, this module also explores how food metaphors both represent and negotiate the place of food in the wider political, historical, and cultural contexts of contemporary Britain. Texts will be drawn from mainstream/ commercial and independent publishers. 

Creative Writing and Professional Practice
Assuming a dynamic relationship between the critical and the creative, the theoretical and the practical, this module will view creative writing as the apt and transformative use of existing sets of resources in particular professional and creative contexts including media and film; Audiovisual Translation and Audiodescription; fiction and life-writing; and poetry. It will focus in semester one on notions of authorship, attribution and agency; textual mediation and intertextuality; ‘originality’ and ‘hybridity’. Semester two will consist of parallel workshops in which students will be grouped according to the contexts in which they wish to explore and improve their creative writing skills. In the first instance, each workshop will be limited to 12 participants. 

While clearly the content of each workshop may vary according to the interests and needs of the participants, the following is indicative of the kind of topics which might provide a framework for creative practice:

· Drawing on experience: autobiography and life-writing

· Drawing on other texts: transposition and adaptation

· The language of things: precision and exactitude

· Translating space and representing place

· Representing time

· Reporting speech

· Developing a theme

· Sequencing and hierarchy

· Revising and editing

This module will consider how narratives are constructed in both fiction and non-fiction contexts as well as the extent to which narrative practices are changing as a consequence of the multimodal and multimedia contexts in which they are being produced.

Dissertation/Creative Writing Submission (Compulsory)

This module allows students to develop a specific interest in depth.  An introduction to the two methods of assessment is made at level 2 and the choice of topic is discussed with the student’s  tutor on the Research and Development I module. The student is then directed for more detailed discussion to a relevant member of staff who will act as their supervisor at level 

All single honours English Literature and English with  Creative Writing students are expected to undertake the dissertation or creative writing submission.

Joint honours students may choose to undertake a dissertation in their other subject area, in which case they will undertake a project consisting of 4 essays on an agreed topic. 

Poetry Now: English poetry 1980 to the present (Option)

This option offers students the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of poetry contemporary with their own lifetime – and to look ahead.  In covering a much shorter period than other modules it enables a more concentrated exploration of the place and possibilities of poetry – and its definition – and to do so in the more global perspectives of our time.  

As with the core genre module at level 1 (Genres and Contemporary Writing) and the optional level 2 module on 20th century poetry (English Poetry 1919-1979), it will enable students to build on their discussions from other modules.  Themes such as identity, nationhood and self, immigration and migration,  power and politics, religious conflict and cultural change, and the now much more fully emergent issues of  race, religion, gender and environment, all figure largely.  

The module will also consider the relation between poetry in contemporary popular culture (including pop and performance) and as a traditional literary art form.  Links will be made between the study of poetry and contemporary creative writing practice

JAMESJOYCE (Option)

This module is devoted to a thorough study of James Joyce’s oeuvre.  The aim of the module is to arrive at a good understanding of modernism and some prominent issues of the twentieth century, such as dispossession, alienation, gender inequality, anti-semitism, the condition  of Ireland, Roman Catholicism and the British Empire in the Dublin of 1904, the city and the “flaneur” etc.  Furthermore, the module develops a close understanding of genre—primarily that of the short story and the novel in the hands of arguably the greatest prose writer in the language; it will also aim to assess Joyce’s poetry and drama within his life work.
Postcolonial Drama (Option)

This subject involves a comparative analysis of contemporary drama and theatre from Africa, Canada and Australia.  The focus will be on texts and performance traditions that have emerged from, and respond to, the experience of colonisation.  This rich and expanding field of theatre studies provides opportunities to explore ideas and approaches that have benefited from exchanges between contemporary Western traditions and indigenous practices of performance e.g. theatrical styles such as ritual, carnival, dance and other popular culture performance techniques. The texts of postcolonial drama provide ways of considering the representation of racial and gendered identities in the theatre.  

Secondary reading in postcolonial criticism is essential and theoretical issues raised in lectures and seminars will be related to the study of dramatic texts.  Workshops will include practical exploration of postcolonial approaches to the theatre, such as the use of mask, music, ritual actions, role-playing.  

SHAKESPEARE AND INTERNATIONAL FILM (Option)

Shakespeare is a world-famous dramatist, yet his works are increasingly accessed via film adaptations and the plots are often first accessed through film derivations. This module explores the ways in which the plays are translated into different media and explains how to use contemporary criticism and theory in order to understand the various issues, themes and discourses involved in such transformations.
Women’s Writing: gender and world literatures (Option)

This module introduces students to a range of texts written by women from around the globe. There are, however, no ‘set texts’ in that the module is an enquiry-based course that is designed to encourage students to undertake their own research and present material on women writers whom they find most interesting. The only qualifying criteria is that we cover a range of locations. The teaching and assessment is divided into group work and there is an individual research paper to ensure that a wide range of international literature is covered and that students have a chance to write about an author they really enjoy reading. Ulearn discussion boards will be opened for groups so that they can work together to facilitate the presentation. 
Work Experience (Option)

This module responds to the commitment by both programme and university to provide students with work experience that is integrated within the subject. It also recognises that many students no longer wish to take a professional training year, but still wish to participate in work experience related study. The module remains as an option because not all students will wish to add work experience to their portfolio of knowledge and skills.

