
Environmental Regulatory Research Group (ERRG) 
 

EXTERNAL MEMBER 

ERRG 
School of Law 

University of Surrey, Guildford, UK 
www.surrey.ac.uk/errg 

 

 

MICHAEL MEHLING 

 

Institute of International and European Environmental Policy 

mehling@celm.de 

 

 

Michael Mehling is a Fellow with Ecologic – 

Institute of International and European 

Environmental Policy, Berlin, and a Research 

Associate at the Faculty of Law and Economics, 

University of Greifswald. In his work, he   

addresses various issues of environmental law and policy, and his doctoral 

dissertation focuses on the choice and interplay of regulatory instruments for climate 

and energy policy. Previously, he worked as a researcher and lecturer at the 

Universities of Helsinki, Konstanz, and the Zeppelin University, Friedrichshafen. As a 

policy consultant, he has participated in research and advisory projects on 

environmental and energy policy for government agencies in the United States, 

Germany, Finland, China, Thailand, and Vietnam, as well as the European 

Commission. He also regularly advises private firms on the implementation of 

corporate environmental management strategies. 

Michael Mehling has published nearly fifty articles and book chapters in four 

languages, including contributions to the European Journal of International Law, the 

Yearbook of International Environmental Law, the European Environmental Law 

Review and Sustainable Development Law & Policy, and authors the Current Survey 

on Energy & Environment for the Yearbook of European Environmental Law at the 

Oxford University Press. He currently serves as the Editor of the Carbon & Climate 

Law Review and the Executive Editor of the Journal for European Environmental & 

Planning Law, and has also been an editor of the Finnish Yearbook of International 

Law. Lately, he has been a reviewer for Climate Policy, International Environmental 
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Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, and Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies 

for Global Change.  

He has been awarded a number of grants and scholarships, including a John J. 

McCloy Fellowship in Environmental Affairs of the American Council on Germany 

and a three-year research grant by the Finnish Academy, and is a member of the 

Gesellschaft für Umweltrecht and the Verein für Umweltrecht, a Charter Member of 

the Environmental Law Network International, as well as an honorary fellow of the 

Center for International Legal Studies. For the European Environmental Law News 

Service of the T.M.C. Asser Institute in The Hague, he covers developments in 

environmental law as a National Correspondent for Germany. At the University of 

Greifswald, he helped establish and organizes the international Summer Academy 

“Energy and the Environment”, which has been held since 2004 in Greifswald and at 

alternating foreign locations, including the State University of Irkutsk and the Central 

European University, Budapest.  

Michael Mehling graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of Konstanz, 

and obtained an LL.M. diploma in international law from the University of Helsinki. 

His thesis on “The Concept of Effectiveness in International Environmental Law” was 

supervised by Professor Martti Koskenniemi and approved eximia cum laude. During 

his judicial training, he was an articled clerk with the department of environmental 

crimes at the Office of the Public Prosecutor, the District Court and the 

Administrative Court of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg, and interned with 

the German Emissions Trading Authority (DEHSt) in Berlin and the Brazilian 

environmental consultancy, Âmbito – Homem e Ambiente, Belo Horizonte. He is 

admitted to the German bar. Michael Mehling is a German and United States citizen 

and has also lived extended periods of time in Chile (7 years), Finland (4 years) and 

Brazil (3 months). A native speaker of German and English, he is also fluent in 

Spanish, has good command of French and Portuguese, and knows basic Finnish. 


