
Is the data generated 
from primary or 

secondary sources?

Secondary e.g. desk 
study, meta analysis, 

secondary data analysis

Is it in the public 
domain? E.g. British 
Crime Survey, Govt 

agency statistic series

No ethical 
opinion 
required

Yes

Formal permission 
from the competent 
authority, no ethical 

opinion needed

e.g. NHS patient 
records

e.g. police record 
or prison files

Primary e.g. surveys, questionnaires, 
interviews, experiments

Is deception used in 
the research design?

Yes

No

NHS ethical 
approval 
required

No

NHS and 
FAHS EC 

* required
FAHS EC 
required

FAHS EC 
required

Yes

Are research 
participants 
considered 
vulnerable?

No

Are research participants  
current students or members 

of university staff?
No Can the questions 

be deemed as 
sensitive or 

possibly offensive?

Yes

Are respondents 
patients or 
prisoners?

No

Yes

No

No ethical 
opinion 
required

Yes

Are issues of 
confidentiality 
and anonymity 
guaranteed?

No

Yes

Faculty ethical opinion may not 
be required.

Check with your supervisor 
before submitting your proposal

* Chair of FAHS will expedite approved LREC and COREC Submissions. This is necessary for University insurance cover


